
Aldersgate In Action
In Depth: The Aldersgate logo was inspired by the Love Sculpture in Philadelphia, 
PA., to remind us that God is Love and that Love is the Greatest Commandment.

Aldersgate United Methodist Church • 1741 Sayles Blvd.,  Abilene, TX 79605 • (325) 672-7893
www.aldersgateabilene.org

Welcome to Aldersgate United Methodist Church, where the mission is to raise up deeply 
devoted disciples of Jesus. You have a place here. Regardless of who you are, where you 
have been and where you are in faith’s journey, you belong here. In Aldersgate In Action, 
you will find information about various ministries and opportunities. Please, feel no 
pressure. Just know that if you are looking to grow in your faith and in relationships with 
God and others, you are welcome and encouraged to do both here. Grace and Peace! 

In Depth:  “ALIVE” is the name of the current 52-week sermon series, which has been designed to invite 
us into a deeper understanding of the Bible.  “In the Spirit” refers to the focus of this quarter of the church 
calendar.  Today’s sermon,  “The ALL of Pentecost,” is number 38 in the series.  You will find the order of 
worship for today’s service on Page 4. 



In the Works
Regularly Scheduled Services and Opportunities to Grow and Serve:

Sunday:   
  9:00 a.m.    Traditional Worship 
10:05 a.m.    Sunday School
11:00 a.m.    Contemporary Worship
  5:00 p.m.    Youth

In Depth: Sunday School 
classes are offered at 10:05 
a.m. for all ages. To learn more 
about Adult Sunday School 
classes, call Amy Wilson Feltz 
at 672-7893 or send her an 
e-mail to amywilsonfeltz@
aldersgateabilene.org.

Monday: Memorial Day
                  Office Closed

Wednesday: 
   7:00 p.m.    Chancel Choir

In Depth:  Each week, these two pages will contain updates, news and other information about Aldersgate’s 
music ministry, the children’s, youth and college ministries, and opportunities to serve in the Mission Field. 
(The Mission Field has been identified as four areas of focus in which to share the love of God outside of 
the church locally: McMurry University (and other Abilene colleges and universities), Bowie Elementary, Our 
Neighborhoods and Aldersgate Academy.) 

All are welcome! Please contact the Office (672-7893), if you’d like to know
    more about becoming involved in the activities on the schedule below. 

College Ministry: McMurry Goes to Haiti 
    For the fifth year in a row, McMurry Religious Life 
is sending a team of students, faculty, and staff to work 
alongside Partners in Development (PID) in Haiti. McMurry 
started taking this trip after the hurricane in 2010 and has 
developed enduring relationships with PID, its employees 
and the residents of Blanchard, Haiti. PID is a community 
development organization that works toward achieving long 

term development inHaiti through offering small business loans, scholarships for children’s educations, 
accessible (and free) healthcare and affordable housing. The organization has spent years working in the 
community of Blanchard, a suburb of Port-Au-Prince, and has made a substantial impact in the lives of 
many residents. For more information on PID, check out their website at www.pidonline.org. 
   The McMurry team consists of Dr. Mark Waters, Student Activities Director Megan Baldree, Jack Payne, 
Dakota Hartness-Grun, Rebecca Williams, Madison Fatheree, Jessiah Broussard, and Kirsten DeFrance. 
This team will invest much of their time constructing a new home and in helping out in the on-site medical 
clinic. Aside from their work, the team will hear stories from some of the residents of Blanchard and 
employees of PID about the difference PID is making in the community, and stories of the history, politics, 
and faith of Haiti. I hope you all will join me in praying for this McMurry team as they travel and serve in 
Haiti. They fly out of DFW on Wednesday, May 27th, and return a week later on June 3rd. — Kyle Watson



Children’s Ministry:  Vacation Bible School Work Day Today!  
   We are starting to create our decorations 
for VBS today, May 24, 2015,  at 2:00 p.m., 
and we would love your help if you are able to 
come! This year, we will transform the main 
hallway of the church into a city, and the 
Sunday school hall will be made into forest, 
so that our children can feel like they are 
running a race through it all! 
   We will be cutting out and gluing together 
trees, buildings, clouds, traffic cones and 
making a few signs as well.
    I hope you can come and lend a hand. No 
artistic skill is necessary! If you can work 
scissors, you will be helpful!— Alayna Brooks 

Youth Ministry: Last Day to Sign Up!
     Mystery Ramble is quickly approaching and everyone must be registered by today, May 24, 2015.  For 
all 6th-8th Graders, this trip is designed to integrate the new 6th graders in with other students their age. 
The focus will be on fun, fellowship, and missions. The cost is $50, which includes travel, lodging, some 
meals, and our activities. We hope all incoming 6th-8th Grade kids can join us for this awesome, once a 
year trip! — Daniel Mathis

Mystery Ramble Registration Form
  Name: _________________________________________________________________________

  Address:_______________________________________________________________________

  City & Zip:_____________________________________________________________________

  Home Phone #:_________________ Cell Phone #____________

  Emergency contact person:________________________________________________________

  Emergency contact phone #_______________________________________________________

  M:______or F:______  Grade:______Age:_____

                                       (Please complete form and return to Daniel Mathis ASAP.) 



ALIVE in the Spirit: The ALL in Pentecost
Acts 2:1-8, 11b-18

Sermon Notes

“What does this mean?”

The Spirit of God…

 …In Creation

 …In The Garden

 …In The Tabernacle/Temple and one big rip

 …In Us

What do we do?

 -

 -

 -

 -

For all who are led by the Spirit of God are children of God.  For you did not receive the spirit of slavery to fall 
back into fear, but you have received the Spirit of adoption as sons, by whom we cry, “Abba! Father!”
                                                                                                                               Romans 8:14-15

Our Mission: Raising Up Deeply Devoted Disciples of Jesus



   Connections: Extravagant Hospitality
   It was Mother’s Day. It had stormed the night before and everyone 
seemed a bit sleep deprived. Nevertheless, we all arrived to church, a 
little more damp than normal but with willing and ready hearts. The 
first worship service was in full swing when two women entered the 
doors. They spent that stormy night in their car and were in need of 
groceries and gas money. One of the women was nine months pregnant. 
The refreshment team eagerly offered them the assortment of donuts, 
granola bars, and fruit, inviting them to take whatever they needed. 

With a full sack of food and a gift card for groceries, the women proceeded to head out the doors. But 
then on the way out one of the women saw Charlotte Gibson standing at the doors of the sanctuary with a 
handful of beautiful carnations. The woman asked if she could have a flower and Charlotte responded with 
gracious extravagance, “Why yes! What color would you like?” 
   To practice hospitality is to reflect the image of our Creator by reminding people that they are children 
of God. To practice hospitality is to reflect the image of our Liberator by freeing people from the fear of 
not being accepted. To practice hospitality is to reflect El Roi, “the God who sees,” by taking time to notice 
people and remind them that they matter. To practice hospitality is to partner with God in ending the 
division between insider and outsider, for in the Kingdom of God all are insiders. Thank you, all of you, for 
being a church that reflects this truth to all who walk through the doors. — Jessica Watson 

Mission Field: Summer at the Open Door
    Summer is around the corner, and so is 
the Open Door Community Garden! If you  
have not been to the corner of South 19th 
and Amarillo lately, I invite you to go today 
and to see what is growing in the garden. 
That way, you’ll know exactly where to 
go two weeks from today during our first 
Garden Party of the Summer. On the first 
and third Sundays of the month at 6:30 
p.m., all are welcome to come to the garden 
to share a meal together and to tend to the 
needs of plants. Come, bring some meat 
(or veggie burgers!) to put on the grill and 
a side dish to share as we enjoy the beauty of the garden in the company of good friends on June 7 and 
21, July 5 and 19 and August 2 and 16. And for even more family friendly fun, mark your calendars for 7 
p.m. on the second Friday of each month this summer (June 12; July 10; August 14) for free community 
events in the garden. Check the Aldersgate In Action for more details as summer approaches. The Open 
Door Community Garden is a place of life and growth, as you can see in the photo that was taken by 
Dave Wallette. Let’s see what will grow this Summer!  Please feel free to contact me at amywilsonfeltz@
aldersgateabilene.org or (325) 660-5017 with any questions. Grace and Peace! — Amy Wilson Feltz



In Depth: At Aldersgate, all are invited to practice faithfulness in our 
prayers, presence (attendance), gifts (offering of money), service (action in 
the community) and witness (sharing our faith). You will find information 
about service and witness throughout the pages of Aldersgate In Action. 
This page is dedicated to matters of prayer, presence, and gifts.

Prayers

Gifts

Ron Bredemeyer
Emma Gene Gore
Clay Meadows
Jean Shoultz
Doris Ogden
Dori Oiler
Lou Swindell

Alice Shaw
Delmon Wilson
Carolyn Strain
Military and Families
Mary Gregory
Mary Buckner

Presence                       5.17.2015

Budget for 2015 = $808,647.00
Received This Week = $19,860.43
Received Month-to-Date = $58,382.66
Received Year-to-Date = $324,285.23
2015 Faith Promise Pledge = $41,819.00
2015 Faith Promise Contributions = $20,906.80

Staying Connected:

Address: 1741 Sayles, 79605

Phone Number: (325) 672-7893

Office Hours:

     Mon. - Thurs. 8-12, 1-5

     Fri. 8-12

Web Site: 

     www.aldersgateabilene.org

Facebook: Aldersgate UMC

Text Message Reminders:

     gracepeace to 313131

E-mail Reminders:

     news@aldersgateabilene.org

     

The e-mail prayer list is coordinated by Barbara Owens. Please send prayer requests and 
requests to join the e-mail list to prayer@aldersgateabilene.org.

In Depth: Aldersgate offers two forms of electronic giving: Online Bill 
Pay and ACH Direct Draft.  EFT Authorization Forms are available in 
the office and on our website at www.aldersgateabilene.org.  If you have 
additional questions regarding Stewardship, contact K.B. Woods (672-
7893, kbwoods@aldersgateabilene.org).  

Lou Adams
Clinton Gayle
Addison English
Lora and Al Langford
Bob Kuykendall
Sherli Aldridge
Jack Aldridge

9:00 a.m. Traditional Worship Service = 147 
1:00 a.m. Contemporary Worship Service = 147 

Total Worship Service Attendance = 294                                          
 Sunday school = 151 

Aldersgate volunteers serve at the Methodist Food Pantry, located at 1102 N. 
Willis, on the second Tuesday of the month, from 3:30 p.m. to 8:00 p.m., and on 
the fourth Tuesday of the month, from 6:00 p.m. to 8:00 p.m. Free childcare is 
available. For more information call Susan Steele at 605-381-6322.

Ministry Leaders
Pastor: Steve Brooks (325) 660-4415

Associate Pastor: 

     Amy Wilson Feltz (325) 660-5017

Finance: K. B. Woods

Music: David Wallis

Children: Alayna Brooks

     & Amber Redman

Youth/Contemporary Worship:

     Daniel Mathis

College/Young Adults: Kyle Watson

Connections: Jessica Watson

Academy: Carol Rogers

Reception: Susan Acosta

Administration: Carolyn Estes

Custodial Services: 

     Robert Sandoval

We extend our sympathy and prayers to Spud and Marilyn Aldridge and family 
upon the death of Spud’s brother, Jack Aldridge. this past week.

Facebook page: facebook.com/AldersgateUnitedMethodist Church
Twitter:@AldersgateABI
Instagram:@aldersgateabi



  Suggested Reading

Daily Bible Readings

              In the World                                                                                                             
                                                Pastor Amy     

                       Sermon Passages                           
Sunday:              Acts 2:1-18                                       
Monday:          Genesis 1:1-2, 3:1-10       
Tuesday:            Genesis 3:11-24       
Wednesday:      Genesis 4:1-26     
Thursday:          Exodus 40:17-38                        
Friday:               1 Kings 8:1-13
Saturday:           Matthew 27:45-53,                               
                             Luke 23:44-49
                                 

Chronological Bible Readings
Sunday:               Daniel 10-12   
Monday:             Ezra 1-3    
Tuesday:          Ezra 4-6;
                             Psalm 137      
Wednesday:       Haggai 1-2    
Thursday:          Zechariah 1-7
Friday:                Zechariah 8-14 
Saturday:            Esther 1-5

   How sweet are your words to my taste, 
sweeter than honey to my mouth! 

Below you will find a list of sermon 
related passages and a list of passages 
that will take you through the Bible in 
a year. Please consider reading both 
each day as we continue in our ALIVE 
sermon series.  

Celebration of Discipline, 
The Path To Spiritual 
Growth, by Richard J. 
Foster is the next book 
that we are inviting you 
to read as we begin the 
new year.  If you would 
like a copy, please call 

the church office at 672-7893, or indicate 
on the welcome card and we will order a 
copy for you. The price is $15.00. Grace 
and Peace!
 — Pastor Steve and Pastor Amy

   Community is something about which I 
speak frequently. To bear with one another. 
To be reconciled to one another. To help 
meet each other’s needs.

    Jason and I have been and continue to be the grateful and humble 
recipients of the fruit of this community, especially in the days 
leading up to becoming foster parents and certainly since our first 
foster child has been placed with us. 
    The baby shower, the gift cards, the library of children’s books, 
the delicious food, the many hours you have spent with us just in 
the past week, holding and rocking the baby, clipping her fingernails, 
assisting with wound care, assessing her physical and emotional 
wellbeing . . . for all of these things, we give you thanks. 
      For one who speaks about community so frequently, I have been 
able to maintain the illusion of self-sufficiency for quite some time 
in my own mind . . . until now. As we picked up the baby from the 
hospital on one day and moved the next, something in my will gave 
way to God’s will for life in community. I reached the point in my 
soul in which I could say, “I have moved beyond pretending that 
Jason and I can handle this by ourselves. If you want to help, bring it 
on. We’ll take whatever you feel led to offer.” 
      Friends, this is truly the work of the Spirit through your consistent 
and generous acts of kindness.
   So, for everything you are doing to show the love of Christ to 
everyone in your path, and certainly to Jason and Natalie and me, 
thank you. I am keeping a list to write individual thank you notes, 
but the process is going pretty slowly now that the baby is actually 
with us. And the gifts and food and acts of kindness are coming so 
frequently, that I am afraid I have missed one or two in my record 
keeping. So if you have not received a thank you note from Jason and 
me, it should be coming . . . sooner or later. 
    In the meantime, please accept our sincerest gratitude for the love 
of God that you are pouring into our lives. I could not imagine being 
in a better situation for going through the ups and downs of all of 
the transitions in our life right now, and that is because of you . . . 
because of Christ in you. Thank you!


